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1. Request


This document is intended to support my request for a total of four credit hours for life learning that is equivalent to or exceeds that which I would have acquired in an advanced college-level course covering International Studies.

2. Sources of Learning


I have been involved in 3 Humanitarian Aid Projects, which has provided an advanced cultural and international education. Our goal with all these projects was to apply a principle I have learned, “give a man a fish and feed him for a day, teach a man to fish and feed him for a life time.” These International Projects not only taught people to fish but we also successful in giving them fishing poles.


The first project was for the Philippines. In 1977, 1978, 1979 I work with a team that installed a missionary printing company. The first step in ensuring a positive and productive trip was to become culturally aware. In the six months prior to these trip we would scheduled weekly training sessions with natives Filipinos living in the United States. These guest brought first had knowledge of the islands, its culture, political landscape, business climate, religious heritage, and geographical landscape. 

We started out slow learning the food culture first. There were a number of Filipino style buffets at the training sessions.  The next step was to research the potential language barrier. The fact that English is one of the official languages of the Philippines is one of the main reasons why this country was a natural fit for us. I found it interesting that Filipinos tended to be negative in response. I believe this cultural nuance may come from a humble heart of the Filipino. An example would be “Do you want to go to the store with me, No.” It didn’t take very long before I could found saying “Oh no, Sir” as often as my Filipino partners. The important lesson I learned here was the importance that some cultures put on honoring others.

  We did learn early on that Americans are still sometimes called “Joe” in reference to GI Joe and WWII. Growing up seeing thousands of American Service Men laid to rest in Filipino soil had led to a strong respect for Americans. 

When working over seas I have learned it is important to take the weather into account. It is true that the Philippine Islands do not get any Hurricanes thru out the year. Don’t let that get you excited because in the Pacific they are called Typhoons and it is not unusual for the islands to get hit with 15 or so a year.

I have also learned the importance of understanding the economic system. In the Philippines like so many third world countries petty theft and white lies are not only acceptable practice but expected. I learned that for one thousand Philippine Pesos (PHP) you could have 3-phase power installed in five years. I also learned that for $200 US you could have it installed in a year.  I learned the importance of Currency exchange and the concept of “Hard” dollars or currency. You don’t show up with a local US bank check in a remote northern island and expect a bank to just cash it. One interesting side note in the eighties an American Express Check would bring a higher exchange rate at a bank or on the streets than a real US Dollar. I learned it is harder to counterfeit an American Express Check than US currency.      

I learned the hard way fast all of the import and export rules and regulation for US and the Philippines. We shipped in by ocean container printing equipment and imported with us on the plane sound equipment and medical supplies. 

I am proud to say that this project was very successful. In the early to mid 1980’s it became impossible to send American money to the group we were working with. This group ran an Orphanage, Bible School, Prison Ministry, and more. It is not a stretch to say that because of our project the organization survived. Once funding was cut off they were able to transform the in house print shop into a commercial printing company, which was able to raise enough funds to continue feeding the children. 

In 1983 a large storm took out most of the work that had been done in the late seventies. I was chosen to spend over a month in the Philippines rebuilding the Filipino Project. I leaned it takes more than booking a ticket to be successful overseas. Once again fund raising, getting up to speed on what immunizations would be required to return to the US, and cultural changes. For the first time in 26 years Marcos was not the President and the Philippines may not be so American friendly anymore. To insure success we brought one Filipino to the US for training. This training lasted three months and he returned with enough time to prepare for my trip to the Philippines.

I am sad to report that I have done such a good job in 1984 project rebuild that they have not needed my return. Someday I hope to go back even if it is just as a tourist.

The Second International Project I was responsible for was the Estonia Project. This program started out as a “Cloak and Dagger” project but after a political revolution became government approved. 

Building on the training of the Filipino Project my goal was to learn as much as I could about Estonia, the culture and the economy. Before WWII Estonia was a free but after the war this country was given to USSR. I learned that the Soviet empire did not look favorably on US missionaries setting up a printing shop in order to create religious materials. They especially didn’t want any thing done in any other language than Russian. Our goal was to create these materials in the native Estonian language.  

I learned that the largest group of Estonians outside of Estonia lived in Toronto Canada just a few miles away. I set up a number of training meetings with leaders from this people group. This project took almost 2 years to research, plan and implement. I once again learned and sharpen my international skills: currency exchange, import laws, travel restrictions, immunization requirements, cultural barriers, political system and religious heritage. 

One of the reasons why it took so long to complete this project was the political unrest in this region of the world. When we shipped our first ocean container full of printing and sound equipment (buried under personal clothing and food supplies) it left heading for Tallinn, USSR but by the time it reached the Capitol city it was once again called Tallinn Estonia.  I was in Estonia on one of the first days they flew the Estonian flag.

I learned the importance of knowing when to say you are an American and when not to. The downtown hotel rate for people with a US Passport was $120 US a night. If I came in just as a native tourist the same room would cost 25 cents a night.

I am proud to say that the Estonia Project published over a million pieces of literature the first three years in existence. A few years later we were able to remotely retool the print shop. Technology has improved so fast in this part of the world and in printing that at last report this organization is producing one million pieces of literature a year. 

The third International project I was involved with was in Honduras. A Western New York native is running a similar project in Honduras that is similar to the Philippines Program. The team I served with is responsible for building a medical feeding facility in Honduras. When a massive hurricane hit the island we were quick to responds. I quickly learned about Public and media relations. I put together a program that had our project on the local TV Stations, I did Radio interviews and face-to-face presentations. The results were over 160,000 pounds of food clothing and humanitarian aid was shipped to Honduras from Western New Yorkers to a Western New Yorker serving in Honduras.

The curriculum goals of a course in International studies desire a student to be culturally aware and have an understanding of what a “world view” is. I believe that thru these projects I have mentioned and the mentoring I have received over the years have already accomplished these goals.
Some of the Resources I have relied on are:

· Dr. Tommy Reid – USA / foreign missions expert and lived in Philippines

· Dr. Harry Lessment – Australia / Estonia

· Rev. Claudio Cortez - Philippines

·  http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html

