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	Transcript Credit SUNY Buffalo
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	General Chemistry
	5
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	Survey Calculus & App. 1
	3
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	Survey Calculus & App. 1 Lab
	1
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	Transcript Credit Erie Community College
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Estimating I
	3
	
	
	
	Tone Repro Adv Photo
	1
	

	
	
	Estimating II
	3
	
	
	
	Tone Repro Adv Photo Lab
	1.5
	

	
	
	Business Organization
	3
	
	
	
	Intro Litho Press / Bindery
	1
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	Industrial Relations
	3
	
	
	
	Lithographic Press
	1.5
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Advanced Litho Press
	1
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Composition Tech
	1
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Composition Systems
	1
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Composition Systems Lab
	1.5
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	College Composition
	3
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	Composition and Interpretation of literature
	3
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Multi Media
	2
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	Critical Thinking
	3
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	World Literature
	3
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Create with Freehand
	2
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Graphic Arts Overview
	1
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Publish with InDesign
	2
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Create with Illustrator
	2.5
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	PhotoShop I
	2
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	PhotoShop II
	2
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Electronic Imaging III
	2.5
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Graphic Arts Internship I
	2.5
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Lithographic Press III
	2
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Publishing IV Web Basics
	3
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Graphic Arts Internship II
	3
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal
	
	60
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	69
	 

	
	
	CREDIT BY EVALUATION
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	Sales
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	+
	
	Non-Profit Marketing
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	+
	*
	Business Ethics
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	+
	
	Management Information Systems
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	+
	
	Packaging
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	+
	
	International Studies
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	+
	
	Direct Marketing
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	+
	
	Small Business Management
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal
	
	25

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	CONTRACT LEARNING
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	*
	Economics
	6
	
	+
	*
	Educational Planning
	4
	

	+
	
	Market Research
	4
	
	+
	*
	Culture & Psychology
	4
	

	
	*
	Statistics
	4
	
	+
	*
	Theme Study
	4
	

	+
	*
	Legal Environment of Business
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Managerial Accounting
	4
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	34
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	128

	
	*
	Liberal
	50
	
	
	
	
	
	

	+
	
	Advanced in Program
	45
	
	
	
	
	
	

	+
	
	Advanced in Concentration
	30
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Concentration
	60
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Summery of the CBE I will be attaining

+ 
Sales –(3-4)
With Swyers Printing handled key house accounts and served as Sales Manager. 

+ 
Non-Profit Marketing –(3-4)
Serving as Marketing Director for WNY Youth for Christ I learned the special needs and responsibilities involved in marketing a non-profit

+ *
Business Ethics – (3-4)
Serving on the National Volunteer Staff of Promise Keepers and working with the Full gospel Business Men’s Fellowship I have attended multiple retreats and men’s conferences with advanced training in Business Ethics. 

+
Management Information Systems - (3-4)



With Swyers Printing I lead a 2-year project transitioning the traditional paper office to a “Group Ware” environment. I took specialized training classes and researched different technologies. The final result was a multiple plant operations functioning as 1 virtual office.

+
Packaging (3-4)
At Swyers Printing I worked with the Art Director on Packaging planning and development. I went to National Print and Packaging trade shows and attended advanced seminars on theory and techniques of effective packaging.

+
International Studies (4)
I researched and learned about the Estonia Culture then planned and implemented a Humanitarian Aid project. This project help me learn and developed skills including fund raising, budgeting, purchasing, shipping internationally, customs regulations, doing business in a different culture and training a local workforce crossing language barriers.

+
Direct Marketing (3-4)
Attending National seminars and personnel research I learned the art and importance of Direct Marketing. Learned thru monitoring effectiveness of Direct Mail vs. Telemarketing vs. Face to Face approach. Learned the concepts of Hot, cold and Warm contact lists when developing a direct marketing campaign.

+
Small Business Management (4)
For 15 years I was part owner of Swyers Printing. Was responsible to create a spin off company Infinity Imaging. I also own GMS Productions.

The following are other CBE ideas that are possible but not necessary for my degree plan.

Public Speaking (3)
Dale Carnegie Course 

Computer and Internet Lit (4)
As a Technical Support Representative for Adelphia Communication I attended “Adelphia University” and A+ Certified Computer Technician 

Degree Program Rationale

I am very excited about the opportunity to join the FORUM program at Empire State College. In the spring of 2000 Swyers Printing, our family owned and operated business of 36 years, was forced into bankruptcy by one of its funding institutions. By October of 2000 the bank was successful in its goal of closing our doors. For the first time in twenty years I found myself in the market place competing for not just a job but also a career. 

The current market place is full of individuals with advanced degrees. The Disney Company for example gets such a high quantity of resumes from professionals on a daily basis it is impossible to have individuals read them. Disney now uses a computer application called Resumix. This application scans your resume into a database and then categorizes the applicant’s employment experiences and college degrees into sortable fields. A hiring manager in need of future Cast Member simply prints a contact list from Resumix based on predetermined criteria. Based on past employment history and areas of expertise I felt qualified for a number of advanced positions at the Disney Company but my resume was lacking the required check mark in the bachelor’s degree field in the Resumix database. Without this check mark I later learned that my resume was never even pulled for the hiring manager to review.

In the spring of 2002 I again found myself in a downsizing situation. I was serving as Marketing Director for Western New York Youth for Christ on a one-year but renewable term. Unfortunately our funding was not renewed after the 911 tragedy. My family and I decided it was time to certify my life experience with a college degree. I went back to Erie Community College where in 1982 I started an Associates Degree in Visual Communications I am please to announce that I have attained my Associated Degree and have graduated Phi Theta Kappa and on the Deans List.

My current goal is to use the Forum program of Empire State College to earn a Bachelor’s of Professional Studies in Business, Management and Economics with a concentration in Marketing. Ultimately this bachelor’s degree will be used as a foundation for a MBA. Working with my primary educational mentor and business mentors I believe that this educational plan is the best way to achieve my personal and career goals.

I have reviewed the standards that SUNY and other educational intuitions set for a bachelor’s degree in business with a concentration in marketing and used that information as the framework to create the attached plan. The first step in my educational plan was to attain an Associates Degree in Visual Communications. This degree originally had a strong concentration in technical learning but the last year was spent adding breadth of learning. Some of the areas of learning that were added are: World Literature, College Composition, Interpretation of Literature, Critical Thinking and Industrial Relations. 

The next step was to review the areas of learning that I will need in a career in marketing and add to it areas that would give me the foundations of a better person and manager.  I choose courses such as Non-Profit marketing, Business Ethics, Market Research, Managerial Accounting. I believe that seven of the fifteen courses I chosen for this bachelors degree can be attained using the Credit By Evaluation process and have attached those “CBEs” for your review. The remaining eight courses that I will need will be taken using Contract Learning. These Contract courses will add breadth and advance learning in some of the core areas of my degree and will be the foundation for advance degrees in the future. For example I have chosen the six credit hour economics course instead of just the four credit hour course. Other courses will include Legal Environment of Business, Theme Study, Statistics and Managerial Accounting. 

This has been a dream come true. Coming from a family of eight children higher education was not something that was just a given. I am proud to say that even though I am the number four child and am now forty years old I am the first Swyers to gain any college degree. It may have taken over twenty years to finish my Associates but I am determined more than ever to finish my bachelors next year. I believe that with this degree, my life and job experiences will position me in the market place better than most.

